
  
 

 

 

 

 
 

Winter is a wonderful time of the year to enjoy family and the warmth of home as the snow begins to fall. With 

the accumulation of snow, outdoor activities like sledding, ice skating, and skiing can be enjoyed by all who are 

adventurous enough to brave the frigid weather and potentially slippery roads. Luckily, municipalities are well 

equipped for the winter season and can respond with snowplows and salt trucks to clear the roads and make 

our travel a little easier to much safer. 

 

Just like the municipalities, residents often respond to 

the accumulation of snow in the same manner. 

Residents often shovel the snow and spread large 

amounts of salt to deter ice from forming. This practice 

is effective and allows for safe passage on sidewalks, 

steps, and driveways - but it comes at a price. The salt 

we spread doesn’t just disappear once the snow melts. 

Rather that’s when the salt begins its journey into our 

waterways. 
 

 

BELOW ARE SOME HELPFUL TIPS TO REDUCE YOUR IMPACT ON OUR  
WATERSHED WHEN USING DE-ICING AGENTS: 

 

CONSIDER THE TEMPERATURES…  
• The effectiveness of a de-icing chemicals depends greatly
  on temperature when it is being used. 
 
GET AHEAD OF THE STORM…  
• The best time to use a de-icer is during the early part of   
  the storm before a significant amount of snow has  
  accumulated. 

 

BE SELECTIVE…  
• Focus on heavily traveled slopes where traction is critical. 

 
 

APPLY ONLY WHAT YOU NEED… 
• The recommended application is approximetaly a handful per square yard treated. 

 

STORE RESPONSIVELY…  
• Store deicing products in a dry and covered area to prevent runoff. 

 

 

LEARN MORE AT GATEWAYENGINEERS.COM 

Source information for this article provided by www.dep.pa.gov   

WOULD YOU DRINK SALTWATER? 
PROBABLY NOT, YET EVERY YEAR A SIGNIFICANT AMOUNT OF SALT AND OTHER 

DEICING AGENTS ENTER OUR WATERSHED DURING WINTER MONTHS. 

http://www.dep.pa.gov/

